
 

County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 
 

Resolution No. R2013-0184 
 

Sponsored by:  Council President  
Connally  

A Resolution approving an Agreement 
governing the duties, powers and 
responsibilities of the Prosecutor’s Office 
and the Department of Law and 
authorizing the Council President to 
execute the Agreement on behalf of 
County Council; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective.  

   
WHEREAS, Section 4.01 of the Charter of Cuyahoga County established the 

Prosecuting Attorney as an elected office, designating that the duties of that office 
“shall continue to be determined in the manner provided by general law; and  

 
WHEREAS, Section 5.06 of the Charter of Cuyahoga County established the 

appointed position of Director of Law, authorizing the Director of Law to be “the 
legal advisor to and representative of the County Executive and County Council;”  
and 

  
WHEREAS, conflicting interpretations of the Charter language have led to 

confusion over the respective authority of the Prosecuting Attorney and the Director 
of Law, which these Charter officers have attempted to reconcile as issues arose; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council’s Committee of the Whole has recommended that 

Council approve a Charter amendment for the November 2013 ballot that would 
resolve the ambiguities in language concerning the respective authority of the 
Prosecuting Attorney and the Director of Law; and  

 
WHEREAS, representatives of the Prosecuting Attorney, the Executive, the 

Director of Law, and this Council have been meeting in good faith attempts to 
arrive at a resolution of these issues without resort to a Charter amendment;  and 

 
WHEREAS, the County Executive, the Director of Law and the Prosecuting 

Attorney have executed an agreement (“the Agreement”) governing the duties, 
powers, and responsibilities of the Prosecutors’ Office and the Department of Law; 
and  
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WHEREAS, this Council is an indispensable party to the Agreement, and 
desires to approve the Agreement and to authorize the Council President to execute 
the Agreement on behalf of the County Council; and   

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue and to 
provide for the efficient and effective operation of the County Criminal Justice 
System.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 
SECTION 1.  That the Council hereby approves the Agreement governing the 

duties, powers, and responsibilities of the Prosecutor’s Office and the Department 
of Law.   

 
SECTION 2:   That the Council President is authorized to execute the 

Agreement on behalf of County Council.  
 
SECTION 3:  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

for the usual daily operation of the County and the reasons set forth in the preamble.  
Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight (8) 
members of Council, it shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 
On a motion by Mr. Schron, seconded by Ms. Conwell, the foregoing Resolution 
was duly adopted. 
 
Yeas: Conwell, Jones, Rogers, Simon, Miller, Brady, Germana, Gallagher and 

Connally 
 
Nays: Schron and Greenspan 
 
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Council President  Date 
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     _________________________ __________ 
     Clerk of Council    Date  
 
 
 
Journal CC011 
August 27, 2013 
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